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S IX ALUMNI RECEIVE AWARDS AT
UN IV ERSITY OF MONTANA HOMECOMING
MISSOULA—
The Distinguished Alumni Awards, presented annually to
University of Montana graduates who "have brought honor to the
University, the state or the nation," will be conferred upon four
people during homecoming week, Oct. 6-12.

The awards will be

presented at the homecoming and dedication luncheon at noon Friday,
Oct. 11, in the University Center Ballroom.
the public.

The luncheon is open to

Tickets are $7.50 and are available at the door.

In addition, two Young Alumni Awards to honor alumni 35 or
under for professional achievement or service to the university will
be presented at the luncheon.
The Distinguished Alumni Awards will be given to Donald
Oliver,

'58, Woodland Hills, Calif., national correspondent for NBC

News; Donal Harrington,

'28, Seattle, Wash., professor emeritus at

the School of Drama, Univesity of Washington; John Bernard Kemp,
'40, Prairie Village, Kan., secretary of transportation for the
state of Kansas; and Richard Darling, '48, New York, N.Y., dean
and professor, retired, Columbia University.
Receiving the Young Alumni Award are Marshall B. Long, '76,
Guilford, Conn., associate professor of mechanical engineering
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Distinguished Alumni - add one

at Yale University; and Jim Waltermire, '71, Helena, secretary of
state for Montana.

DON OLIVER

Oliver is a 1958 graduate in journalism and currently serves
as a national correspondent for NBC News.

A specialist in political

reporting, he has covered major national and international stories
in the past 20 years.
Oliver was born and raised in Billings.

After graduating

from the University of Montana, he served on the news staffs of
several radio and television stations in Montana, Idaho and
Washington until 1961.

He then received an RCA-NBC Godwin

Fellowship to the Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism
in New York.

He received his master's degree cum laude in 1962.

Oliver was political editor for KCRA-TV in Sacramento, then
news director for KREM-TV in Spokane.

After joining NBC News in

1966, he was assigned to cover the South and the Midwest.

His

stories from that period included the last civil rights campaign;
the assassination and funeral of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.; the
Poor People's March on Washington; and the Middle East peace
negotiations.

-more-
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In 1974 and 1975 he covered the wars in Laos, Cambodia and
Viet Nam.

He was the first American network correspondent allowed

back in Viet Nam after the fall of Saigon and did a series of
special reports on that country in 1978.

He has also covered the

war in El Salvador and the crash of Korean Air Lines Flight 007.
Earlier this year Oliver spent several weeks in Mexico covering the
murder of drug agent Enrique Camarena.
Oliver returned to the University of Montana in 1969 as a
School of Journalism Dean Stone Night speaker, and again last fall
when he visited journalism classes during homecoming week.
Oliver and his wife, Shirley, live in Woodland Hills,
Calif.

DONAL HARRINGTON

A 1928 graduate in English, Donal Harrington taught at the
University of Montana from 1936-38 before going on to the Drama
Department of the University of Washington, where he pursued his
career until his retirement in 1967.
Born in Butte, Harrington was a 1923 graduate of Butte
Central High School.

Between high school and his graduation from

college, he taught school in McCone County and traveled to New York
City to try out the New York stage for the first time.

-more-
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University of Montana, Harrington was connected with all phases of
Masquer Theatre activity, including road shows to Deer Lodge and
Spokane.
Harrington was a visiting professor at the University of
Southern California in 1947.

He received his master's from Columbia

University.
The University of Montana currently has three faculty
members who studied under Harrington:

James Kriley, assistant dean

of the School of Fine Arts and professor of drama; Bill Raoul, head
of the technical theater department; and Rolland Meinholtz,
professor of drama.
Harrington includes 82 foreign countries in his list of
travels and notes that he is particularly pleased when he has an
opportunity to visit former students.

Recently a scholarship was

endowed by Harrington for an outstanding undergraduate drama major
at the University of Montana.

JOHN BERNARD KEMP

John Bernard Kemp, who graduated in 1940 with a bachelor's
degree in economics and sociology, is the secretary of
transportation for the state of Kansas in Topeka.
Born in Scobey, Kemp attended Wolf Point High School and
-more-
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Northern Montana College as well as UM.

He received his master's

degree from Iowa State University.
After graduation, Kemp worked for the Montana Highway Department
and the U.S. Corps of Engineers before joining the Navy.

He

subsequently served as an engineer in Montana, Iowa, Minnesota,
North Dakota, Kentucky and Washington, D.C.
From 1968-1979, Kemp was regional federal highway
administrator in Missouri.

He has been with the Kansas Department

of Transportation since 1979.
Kemp has received many awards during his career.

In

1982, he was named one of the American Public Works Association's
top ten public works leaders of the year.

In 1979, he received the

U.S. Department of Transportation's Bronze Medal Award for
Meritorious Service.

Ten other regional and national awards

preceded those.
Kansas Gov. John Carlin, recommending Kemp for the
Distinguished Alumni Award, wrote, "His contribution to the people
of Kansas is beyond estimation.

His knowledge, sense of fairness,

administrative ability and effectiveness at finding and efficiently
using highway funds is well known to most Kansans."
Kemp is married to Joan Berscheid Stacey.

He has two

daughters, one son, two step-children and four grandchildren.
Kemps live in Prairie, Village, Kan.
-more-
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RICHARD DARLING

Richard Darling, Ph.D., graduated in 1948 with a bachelor's
in English and received his master's in English in 1950.

He

retired in June 1985 as dean of the Columbia University School of
Library Science in order to prepare for a second career as an
Episcopalian priest.
Born in Sweetgrass, Darling grew up in Great Falls.

After

graduating from the University of Montana, he earned a master's
and a doctorate in library science from the University of Michigan.
His career as a librarian began in public schools in Montana and
Michigan.
Darling has specialized in children's literature, school
libraries, the library in society, library administration, and
education for 1ibrarianship.
From 1956-59, Darling was an assistant professor at the
University of Montana, teaching library-media courses.

During his

deanship at Columbia, the library school's endowment more than
doubled.

In 1981, he helped start the country's first

degree-granting programs for conservators and preservation
administrators.
Darling is married to the former Pamela Wood, who heads the
preservation department at Columbia University Libraries and has

-more-
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served as a special consultant to the Library of Congress.

The

Darlings have three children and three grandchildren and make their
home in New York City.

MARSHALL B . LONG

Marshall Long, a young Alumnus Award winner, graduated in
1976 with a degree in physics and is currently an associate
professor of mechanical engineering at Yale University.
A native of Lewistown, Long continued his education at Yale
with a master's and a doctorate in applied physics.

While still in

school, he conducted research at the IBM Thomas J. Watson Research
Center in New York; Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory in New Mexico;
and Yale University.

He became an assistant professor at Yale in

1980 and an associate professor in 1984.
Awards Long has received for his work include the Northeast
Association of Graduate Schools Book Award in 1981; the Harding
Bliss Prize from Yale University in 1980; and the Presidential Young
Investigator Award in 1984.
Long is married to the former Leslie Gill, also a 1976 UM
graduate.

The Longs have two children and make their home in

Guilford, Conn.
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JIM WALTERMIRE

Jim Waltermire, also a Young Alumnus Award winner, graduated
in 1971 with a degree in business administration.

He is Montana's

secretary of state.
Waltermire grew up in Choteau.

During his years at the

University of Montana, he was business manager of ASUM and was
named Alpha Kappa Psi Outstanding Junior Business Student.
Following graduation, he worked in real estate, construction and
ranching.
In 1975, he formed an investment company and two years later
ran for Missoula County commissioner.
Waltermire subsequently served on the Airport Board for
Missoula County, the Planning Policy Board, the Crime Attack Team
and the County and Regional Councils on Aging.
Waltermire was nominated by the Republican Party for the
Western District Congressional Seat in 1978 and in 1979 was elected
chairman of Montana's Association of First and Second Class
Counties.

He was elected Montana's Secretary of State in 1980 and

re-elected in 1984.

He has also served in a number of positions

with the National Association of Secretaries of State.
Waltermire makes his home in Helena.
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